TIPS FOR BUYING ALPACAS:
Many people love the thought of buying an alpaca as a pet or a herdguard, or perhaps to begin their own breeding plan and become part of the Australian Alpaca Industry. At Lee Carrow Alpacas we’ve been running alpacas for 10 years now and we’ve learnt a lot which I would like to share with you before you buy your first alpaca.

I’ll set this out in point form for you:

· Annual shearing of an alpaca is essential for the alpaca’s health. The hardest thing about keeping small numbers of alpacas is that it is difficult to get a shearer. There are very few shearers who are available to shear alpacas and usually they will not come to shear just a couple or a few. We shear our own herd and we regularly find ourselves being asked to shear animals with over two or even three years fleece. This is cruel to the alpaca. They need to be shorn every year to avoid heat stress during summer. Without regular shearing they are also prone to lice infestation and often too will have contaminants such as barbed wire embedded in their skin hidden by the fleece. These are animal welfare issues. We get very angry when we come across this kind of neglect of these beautiful animals. At Lee Carrow we undertake to shear every alpaca we sell every year. However, we decline to shear other alpaca herds because we cannot sustain the workload so we only shear for our own customers. If you buy a cheap alpaca I would advise you to make sure that the person selling it to you will shear it for you each year. The other consideration with shearing is the time of year that you shear. We shear after the frosts but before the grass seeds in order to collect the fleece without contamination of the fleece. Contaminated fleece is unsaleable. 
· Alpacas come from South America where there are higher levels of ultraviolet light and higher concentrations of minerals and trace elements in the soil. The ultraviolet light provides Vitamin D. Without sufficient levels of Vitamin D the alpaca may develop rickets. Usually an injection of Vitamin D in winter is advisable. Who will needle your alpaca? There are many more nutrition and husbandry issues you need to consider before you buy an alpaca and put it in your paddock. If you would like more information on this issue just email me.
· Your alpaca will need their toe nails trimmed. Who will trim the toenails for you?

· Some alpacas also need their teeth trimmed occasionally. 

· Alpacas need to be drenched regularly for worms particularly if they are grazing on land where other animal species have grazed. Can you drench your alpaca?

· Lactating females may have additional nutritional needs. You will need to be up to speed with this if you buy a pregnant female.

· There are breed standards which apply when purchasing an alpaca. Be careful you don’t buy an alpaca with a deformity of the jaw. In some cases an alpaca can be either undershot or overshot. The teeth of the lower jaw should just meet the front of the upper dental pad and the jaw should be straight and not wry. Legs should be sound and straight. 

· If you want the alpaca to be a pet you should buy an alpaca that is halter trained and accustomed to being handled. Alpacas from large herds are unlikely to meet these criteria. They may be hard to approach and hard to handle.
· If you buy an alpaca you need to buy two alpacas. Alpacas have a strong herd instinct and will be miserable without a companion alpaca.

· If you buy a male alpaca to be a herd guard or a pet make sure it is castrated. Cheap male alpacas are often not castrated and it will cost you more money to get it castrated. Yes, you do want to get it castrated otherwise it will become a virile male alpaca.

· The Australian alpaca industry maintains a register of alpacas which is called the International Alpaca Register (IAR). Much like any other livestock industry, each alpaca is registered and a record of their pedigree is kept for future breeding purposes. These records are carefully regulated. Once registered their IAR number is issued on a metal ear tag which is inserted in their ear. Nearly all  prospective purchasers will consult the alpaca’s registration certificate to verify bloodlines and perhaps to check for colour background in the genetics of the alpaca they are considering buying. Without a registration certificate and an IAR ear tag most breeders will not purchase the animal. To maintain the registration of the alpaca/s you buy you need to register as a stud before you take delivery of the alpaca/s so that their registration is maintained when they are transferred into your name. If you do not register as a stud the alpaca/s you buy will no longer be registered and it will be extremely difficult for you to correct this at a later date. All offspring will also be unregistered. The person selling the alpaca is responsible to pay a transfer fee which is $95/female, less for a male. If they are selling the alpaca at a cheap price they are unlikely to be willing to pay the transfer fee so you will end up with an unregistered alpaca.

· When a registered female alpaca births the paperwork you complete for the registration of the cria (baby alpaca) must include a certificate of mating to a registered and certified stud sire. Not every male can be certified. Only those males who are inspected by a vet as being sound will be certified. If you use a male other than a certified male your offspring will not be eligible for registration. A record of all certified males is kept by the registration body.

That’s probably enough for starters. I hope you still decide to join the alpaca industry. These creatures are captivating and engaging and I love working with these animals and  being a part of this industry but I do worry about people buying alpacas without appropriate information or planning. I hope these few tips are helpful.

Cheers, Meddwyn Coleman.
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